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hands for this purpose was " The Gold Bug," for which he made and delivered some designs. Poe himself took the story to Mr. Darley, with whom he held pleasant relations. " He impressed me," writes the latter, " as a refined and very gentlemanly man; exceedingly neat in his person; interesting always, from the intellectual character of his mind, which appeared to me to he tinged with sadness. His manner was quiet and reserved; he rarely smiled, I remember his reading his ' Gold Bug' and ' Black Cat' to me before they were published. The form of his manusoript was peculiar : he wrote on half sheets of note paper, which he pasted together at the ends, making one continuous piece, which he rolled up tightly. As he read he dropped it upon the floor. It was very neatly written, and without corrections, apparently." * Several of these small rolls still exist.
In aid o£ the new venture Poe's life and portrait were printed in the " Saturday Museum," of which it was announced that he was editor. The life was written by a young Philadelphia poet, H. B. Hirst, from materials furnished by T, "W. White, of the "Messenger," and Thomas; and the portrait, which was said to be a mere caricature, was lithographed from a miniature.
Poe himself was shortly after sent to "Washington to obtain subscriptions among his political friends, and, if possible, those of the President
* Parley to the author, February 26,1884.Poe to Lowell, MS.
